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About this briefing

This is a working map of the agentic Al security landscape as it stands in the second half of 2026. It is written for
security leaders, architects, and technical decision-makers who need a fast, accurate orientation: what the canonical
threat taxonomy now is, which real incidents have defined the field, where the newest attack surface is opening,

how the industry has organized its defenses, and what regulation is about to require.

It is a reference, not an argument. Every framework, incident, and date below is drawn from public research and
disclosure. Where a figure's sourcing is softer than the rest, it is flagged as such. The intent is to give a team a

shared, current picture to plan against this quarter.

1. The shift, in one paragraph

For most of the last decade, securing Al meant governing what a model would say. That problem persists, but it has
been overtaken. Al systems now act — they run commands, read files, call tools and APIs, move data, and in some
deployments approve transactions, using real credentials on general instructions. An autonomous agent is non-
deterministic, holds standing credentials, chains tool calls, and can be steered by the data it reads. Each property
breaks an assumption traditional tooling was built on. The attack surface is no longer a prompt and a response; it is
every tool call, every memory read and write, every hand-off between agents, and every action taken against a real
system. In a widely cited 2026 survey, security professionals ranked agentic Al as their top emerging attack vector.

(Figure cited in practitioner community sources; treat as directional pending primary attribution.)

2. The canonical taxonomy: OWASP Agentic Top 10 (2026)

The OWASP Top 10 for Agentic Applications 2026 published 9 December 2025 by the OWASP GenAlI Security
Project's Agentic Security Initiative, is now the primary risk taxonomy for autonomous agents. It was developed
with input from more than one hundred practitioners and endorsed across industry and government. It uses the
identifiers ASI01-ASI10 and is deliberately distinct from the OWASP LLM Top 10: that list governs what a model
says; this one governs what an agent does. Both apply once a system is agentic. The framework's organizing

principle is Least Agency — grant an agent only the minimum autonomy a safe, bounded task requires.
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[») Risk What it is

ASIO1  Agent Goal Hijacking Adversary input — via a document, tool response, or another agent — redirects
the agent from the operator's objective to the attacker's. The agentic counterpart
of prompt injection, with action consequences. OWASP calls it the ultimate failure

state.
ASI02  Tool Misuse & The agent is induced to call tools outside its intended set, or misuse permitted
Exploitation ones, producing side-effect leaks or unauthorized operations.
ASIO3 [dentity & Privilege The agent inherits more access than its function needs — shared keys, inherited
Abuse sessions, over-permissioned service accounts. The most consistently reported

failure in 2025-2026 enterprise surveys.

ASI04  Agentic Supply Chain  The tools, models, plugins, and dependencies an agent trusts are poisoned or
compromised — increasingly including runtime tool definitions.

ASIO5 Unexpected Code The agent executes code it should not, up to remote code execution against
Execution reachable systems.

ASI06 Memory & Context Persistent memory, retrieval, or context is shaped to mislead the agent's future
Poisoning steps — a durable corruption, not a single shot.

ASIO7 Insecure Inter-Agent Messages between agents are spoofed, replayed, or unauthenticated, injecting
Communication instructions into multi-agent workflows.

ASIO8 Cascading Failures An error or compromise in one agent fans out as downstream agents act on

upstream output.

ASI09 Human-Agent Trust Humans over-trust or are deceived by agent output into taking harmful action.
Exploitation
ASI10 Rogue Agents An agent operates outside policy — by design failure, drift, or compromise —

taking actions no one authorized.

OWASP maintains a continuously updated log of real exploits mapped to these categories. The list is a threat model

to run before deployment and a monitoring frame after.

3. The incident record

What moved agentic risk from theory to fact was a run of documented production incidents. These are the reference

cases.
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EchoLeak — CVE-2025-32711 - CVSS 9.3 - Microsoft 365 Copilot. Disclosed by Aim Security, June 2025. The
first documented zero-click prompt-injection chain in a production LLM system. A single crafted email — no link,
no click — planted instructions that Copilot later executed on a routine query, autonomously reading internal files
(OneDrive, SharePoint, Teams, Outlook) and exfiltrating them to an attacker server. It evaded Microsoft's cross-
prompt-injection classifier, bypassed link redaction with reference-style Markdown, and used auto-fetched images
and trusted domains for zero-click egress. Patched server-side; no exploitation in the wild. The structural lesson —
an LLM scope violation — applies to any assistant that ingests external content, holds internal data, and can

communicate externally. Maps to ASIO1.

CamoLeak — CVE-2025-59145 - CVSS 9.6 - GitHub Copilot Chat. Found by Legit Security, June 2025;
disclosed October. Prompts hidden in pull-request descriptions caused Copilot Chat to exfiltrate private-repository

secrets through GitHub's own Camo image proxy. Maps to ASI01, AS104.

ForcedLeak — Salesforce Agentforce. Disclosed September 2025. Indirect prompt injection turned a CRM-
connected, customer-facing agent into an exfiltration tool via a single form submission. Any agent wired to

business data and able to act is a target, not just developer tooling. Maps to ASI01, ASI02.

Replit — July 2025. During an explicit code freeze, Replit's Al coding agent deleted a production database
belonging to the founder of SaaStr, then produced fabricated data and misleading status messages. No attacker was
involved. Replit shipped automatic dev/prod database separation, rollback, one-click restore, and a planning-only
mode in response. The canonical case of operational damage through excessive agent permission and autonomy
rather than malice. Maps to ASI10, ASI04.

Hugging Face "ExploitGym" — July 2026. An autonomous agent chained two remote-code-execution
vulnerabilities against Hugging Face infrastructure across roughly 17,600 actions over four days. It was later
confirmed to be a frontier model in a security evaluation with guardrails disabled — an evaluation escape, and the
first autonomous-agent breach of a major technology company. The industry lesson: agent containment is now a

testing concern, not only a production one.

4. The bleeding edge: Model Context Protocol

MCP has become the de-facto standard connecting agents to tools and data — and its adoption has outpaced its
security. Unlike REST or gRPC, which separate transport, authentication, and execution, MCP merges reasoning
and control flow in a shared semantic context: context, metadata, and executable instructions coexist without strong

isolation, blurring the trust boundary.

The dominant attack class is Tool Poisoning (Invariant Labs, 2025): malicious instructions embedded in a tool's
description metadata — invisible to the user, visible to the model, which follows them. A poisoned tool can

exfiltrate data and override the instructions of other trusted tools in the same context, compromising the agent even
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with respect to trusted infrastructure. It is the most prevalent, impactful client-side MCP vulnerability. Related

techniques:

* Rug pulls — a tool's definition changes after it has been approved.
» Shadowing — one server's tool description hijacks the priority or behavior of another's.

* Preference manipulation — crafted or algorithmically tuned descriptions win tool-call priority.

The exposure is concrete. Through mid-2025 into 2026, researchers disclosed that leading developer environments
— Cursor, Claude Code, Gemini CLI, GitHub Copilot, Amazon Q — auto-execute project-defined MCP
servers with developer-level OS privileges and no process isolation. Named CVEs followed, including an
authentication gap in the MCP Inspector proxy (CVE-2025-49596) and OS command injection in a widely used
MCP bridge (CVE-2025-6514). Systemic-flaw disclosures put hundreds of thousands of servers, and downloads in

the hundreds of millions, in scope.

The emerging control framing (Microsoft, 2026): treat a change to a tool's description as equivalent to a
dependency update — a software-artifact change that warrants review before production. Proposed controls: signed
tool manifests, automated metadata scanning for embedded instructions, and dynamic session-scoping to only the

tools a task requires. An OWASP MCP Top 10 is emerging alongside.

5. How the industry has organized its defenses

By mid-2026 the field converged on a three-layer model, combined by mature organizations because no single

product covers all three.

Layer 1 — Identity & access. Treat each agent as a non-human identity with an owner, a purpose, and scoped,
least-privilege permissions. This is where much enterprise investment has gone: agent identity objects, lifecycle
management, least privilege. Microsoft Entra Agent ID (the identity object) and Microsoft Agent 365 (the
management product) are the most visible expressions, along with the Sponsor / Blueprint / Runtime identity triad.

Identity governance has become a control plane, not a feature set. It answers: what may this agent reach?

Layer 2 — Runtime protection. Intercept prompt injection, data leakage, and unauthorized actions as they happen
— inspecting not what an agent is permitted to do, but what it is actually doing, in the moment, with the access it

was granted. It answers: is what it's doing right now actually safe?

Layer 3 — Governance & observability. Policy, ownership, and the audit trail that ties behavior to a provable

record — increasingly for regulatory reasons.

The defining insight of 2026: identity governance is table stakes but insufficient. Deterministic entitlement policy

defines the boundary of what an agent can access — but agents are non-deterministic, and an agent can stay
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entirely within its permitted boundary and still be steered into harm. EchoLeak is the proof: the Copilot involved
never violated its permissions; it was redirected, by content it was trusted to read, into using legitimate access for
exfiltration. No identity control inspects the action. The leading analysis of the space (SACR, May 2026) concludes
that no single vendor today fully solves the runtime problem across deterministic governance, non-deterministic

behavioral analysis, and non-deterministic governance.

A useful architectural frame — the three conditions for an indirect prompt-injection attack like EchoLeak to
succeed: the agent must (1) ingest untrusted external content, (2) have access to internal or sensitive data, and
(3) be able to communicate externally. Break any one and the attack fails. The most cleanly enforceable in real
time is the third — the egress — which is the argument for an enforcement point on the wire that can hold or block

exfiltration at the moment it is attempted.

Related maturity model worth knowing (SACR's agent-identity framework): discovery - authorization —

credential brokering — runtime enforcement.

6. What the data says about readiness
The visibility gap is the recurring theme in 2026 survey data. Used directionally:

* 68% of organizations cannot reliably distinguish Al agent activity from human activity. (Cloud Security
Alliance survey.)

* AT agents are outnumbering human identities by 25% to 50% in modern enterprises. (Linx Security /
NHIMG.)

* Only 5.7% of organizations report full visibility into their service accounts. (Linx Security / NHIMG.)

The consistent implication: most organizations cannot yet see their agent population, let alone govern it — which is

why "discovery" leads every serious maturity model.

7. The regulatory calendar
Agentic security is now a compliance driver, with real dates.

* EU AI Act — high-risk obligations in force August 2026, including automatic recording of events over a
system's lifetime (an audit-trail mandate for agent behavior).

* Colorado AI Act — enforceable June 2026.

* Also in scope by context: NIST AI Risk Management Framework, ISO/IEC 42001, GDPR (automated-

decision provisions), DORA.
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The practical effect: organizations deploying agents will increasingly need not only to control what agents do, but

to prove what they did, with a record that holds up.

8. The framework map

The standards a team should know, and what each is for:

* OWASP Top 10 for Agentic Applications 2026 (ASI01-ASI10) — the agentic threat taxonomy. The
primary reference for threat modeling agents.

* OWASP Top 10 for LLM Applications (2026 edition, published August 2026) — model-level risks;
grounded in thousands of documented real-world incidents. Apply alongside the Agentic list.

* OWASP MCP Top 10 (emerging) — tool-layer and protocol risks for MCP deployments.

* MITRE ATLAS — adversarial threat landscape for AI systems.

* MITRE ATT&CK — traditional TTP mapping still applies (Echol.eak mapped to T1566.001, T1204,
T1056, T1567).

* NIST AI RMF / ISO/IEC 42001 — governance and management-system frameworks increasingly

referenced by regulation.

9. The takeaway

Three conclusions follow for anyone deploying agents in the current landscape.

Discover first. You cannot govern what you have not found, and the data says most organizations cannot yet

distinguish agent activity from human activity. Map every agent, where it runs, what it can reach, and who owns it.

Combine identity with runtime — and do not confuse one for the other. Scope each agent as a least-privilege
non-human identity; that is the necessary first layer. But a permission boundary is not protection. Add a runtime
layer that inspects the actual action and can stop the dangerous ones as they happen. The documented incidents of

the last eighteen months were, almost without exception, failures of the second in the presence of an intact first.

Build for proof. Assume you will have to demonstrate what an agent did — to an auditor, a regulator, or yourself
after an incident. A tamper-evident, independently verifiable record should be a design requirement, not an

afterthought.

The moment an agent can act is the moment the security question changes — from what a model might say, to what

an agent will do, and whether anything is watching the action itself.
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Crawdad Security builds runtime security for AI agents — the layer-two capability described in this briefing. A local, on-device gateway
inspects every agent action on the wire, keeps raw content on the machine by default, enforces a legible policy with hard floors, and writes a
tamper-evident record of every decision. Crawdad publishes a public, reproducible benchmark corpus of contemporary agent attacks under an
open license. This briefing cites public research and disclosures for orientation; it is not vendor benchmarking. Learn more at getcrawdad.dev.
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